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THE PERFECT COW

lew breed gets extensive
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‘ ANY MONTANANS
Mpnde themselves on
d being a breed apart.
ithe past 10 years, Billings ranch-
arren Levang has taken that
fiment literally.
After years of listening to ranch-
eders and packers lament the
in various kinds of cattle,
g set out on a mission to cre-
e perfect cow. To assist him,
nlisted the genetics departments
ur major universities and infer-
ed dozens of ranchers, feeders
yackers.
Levang dubbed the resultmg
al the “Black Maxinizer,”
jas been successfully marketing
Ex“cad to commercial cattlemen

d the country.
he need was there to bring all

ents of this chain together,”
Eng said. “The timing was right,

use everybody was motivated

"
One of the reasons Levang
ided to create a new breed of
le is,because of a lack of consis-
~y in. American beef. Right now
his country there are 104 differ-
¢attle breeds, not to mention all
ross-breed commercial cows, he
‘.:;-'As a result, feeders are !eft
ah efiormous variety of cattle
(dispositions and carcass quali-

‘top-quality beef every time.

‘them,” he said. “By narrowing
i the breeds, we could get more
ctability.”

or the rancher, Levang set out
&eed in calving ease, quick

h,-rich milk, black hides and
led heads. For the feeders, he
e the animals tame, with a good
dosition, and again no horns.
iders also wanted cattle that

t gain, big ribeye, low backfat

thigh yields of red meat, along

|4 medium frame.

gencral the beef consumer

its T redictable, consistent meat

g , flavorful and tenclf;r
:j‘ ‘all those attributes i no

W en Levang started this titanic
€ct, he had no idea of the kind
bstacles he would face.

L. J1ust always thought I could do
e said with his ever-present
L I didn’t know it would be SO
gh. I'm just an optimist, I guess.”
e started with biological types,
g a general breed of cattle that
s to have high milk, high
wih, large frames, small frames,
ng to figure out what combina-
would be best.

wore than I knew,” he said. To
him reach his goal, he put
gther a team that included

ifornia, Davis, Colorado State,
J-Bozeman, Monfort Packers at
Fc]ey, Colo., and Horton’s

and’

making it more difficult to pro-

‘Feeders don’t know how: to,

ild ‘efficiently convert feed into .

] soon found out it was a little:

nell University, University of

AHE SOURCE

testing
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Billings rancher Warren Levang says he developed the Black Maximizer to bring more-

consistency to the beef market.

Research and Develnapment Center
“among others: They helped him

chart a course through the stormy
waters of genetic research.

“I had troubles, but I just had to.

keep going,” Levang said. “I pie-_
tured in my mind what I wanted. I.
just kept shaping and shaping.”

After years of testing; the group

release of a particular breed’s inbred
traits, he said.
~ All of Levang’s cattle are tested

emenswely by third-party testing

facilities. Tf the animals don’t make

the grade, fitting 4ll of his critetia for

“the breed, he doesn’t keep them, he
saJd
Other composue breeds give the

finally. decided on a combination, x.customer a fotmula for creating the

they deemed petfect for the job.

- They combined three cattle breeds

in varying percentages — half

Contitiental fg’r’*g o’d growth half
English for good carcass traits — to

come up with the Black Maximizer.
The actual bree
are in the process of being patented,
so Leévang ¢ouldn’t share the
specifiés, I Y

the percentages just right was the
difficult part. “You'd end up getting
too much one breed, not enough of:
the other,” he'said:

Once he had the breed propor-

tions right, Levang said, he searched
out the best bulls and cows for each
part of his combination to create a
herd of Black Maximizer foundation
cattle. He plans to keep the founda-
tion cattle as a control over the qual-
ity of the breed. Black Maximizer
cattle are designed to cross well with
almost any other breed, he said, and
the half-blood cattle are extremely
popular with commercial cattle pro-
ducers. Breeders can also purchase
Black Maximizer semen to use in
their artificial inseminatfon pro—
grams. Crossing with Levang’s
breed means instant heterosm or a

‘and percentages

cross, but offer no consistency

because theres so much variation

“withinthe breed, Levang said. The

foundation cows give him more.con-
trol over the end product.
"Horton's © Research and
evelopment Center in Colorado
has conducted much

parameters: gain, feed efficiency,

carcass data, yi¢ld and ribeye area.
Scott Huse, director of research

at Horton’s, applauded Levang's

-effort to cteate a beef animal that’s

been thoroughly tested in all facets
of production. In general, the beef
industry has failed to keep up with
other food-animal producers, such
as'swine breeders, in terms of genet-
ic testing information and control.
“I'don’t think there’s a beef
breeder in the U.S. who can tell you
the feed efficiency of the progeny of
one of his bulls,” Huse said.
“Essentially they haven’gone the
distance and looked at the efficiency
of those animals in the feed yard.”
Among other things, Hortons

fests the Maximizer breed for feed

eficiency. Huse said Levang has got

a good start on breeding the kind of

it the' testing
on Black Maxiniize ;M‘any aof the"
- tksts Took at common' production

According to Levang, getting  assistance in calvmg he said. "\,

Jcalves we got, and We'Te go

‘the quick route, but

cow he set out to create. By testing
extensively, he’s been able to cull
potentially damaging genenc flaws
from his foundation herd.

“I would say the best thing

~about these animals 1§ jﬁS[ the fact

that they have been scrutlnlzgd by
something more than just the eye
and gut feel,” Huse said. “I'm’ not
saying you should completel: y give
up the eye and gut feel, but it’s Suré
nice to have some data to go along
with the more traditional crit' r;_a
you look at.” A
Eastern Montana cattle rancher
Bob. Gibbs used Black Maxlmlﬁ .
on, miore than 100 of his ¢ows this
.ﬁear Although some’ of the
ad birthweights of more
fpounds, none of the ‘cows

“We've been real pleased Wit
them. . They calve real easy,” G b§
said. “We saved almost all the

put them into our own herd.” """

This year Levang's bulls had
about 1,000 calves “on the ground.”
He plans to continue testing onall
the animals. With genetic research,
the results often take years to assess;
Toeday’s technology — ultrasound,
embryo transplant, reproductive
tract scores and artificial insemina-
tion — make the process a little
quicker. Still, it’s a long, slow
process. ;

“It’s slower doing it my way, no
doubt about that,"hewsaid. “It's not
the surer
thing for the customer.”




